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DETAILED ACTION 



Double Patenting 

The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a 
judicially created doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy 
reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the unjustified or 
improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by 
a patent and to prevent possible harassment by multiple 
assignees. See In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 
(Fed. Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. 
Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum, 686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 
1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619 (CCPA 1970); and 
In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969). 

A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.321(c) may be used to overcome an actual or provisional 
rejection based on a nonstatutory double patenting ground 
provided the conflicting application or patent is shown to be 
commonly owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b). 

Effective January 1, 1994, a registered attorney or agent 
of record may sign a terminal disclaimer. A terminal disclaimer 
signed by the assignee must fully comply with 37 CFR 3.73(b) . 

1. Claims 1-3, 5-7, and 9-12 are rejected under the judicially 

created doctrine of obviousness- type double patenting as being 

unpatentable over claims 1-6 of U.S. Patent No. 6,417,275 in 

view of Kawamura et al (US 2002/0009563 Al) . 

The claims of ^75 teach a propylene-based copolymer 

composition comprising 10 to 60% by weight of a polymer 

component (A) ; and 40 to 90% by weight of a copolymer component 

(B) , wherein said polymer composition is obtained by a two-stage 

polymerization process comprising a first producing the 

component (A) by polymerization and then producing the component 
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(B) by polymerization, wherein said polymer component (A) 
comprises a polypropylene homopolymers and has isotactic index 
of not less than 90%, and said copolymer (B) comprises propylene 
and other a-olefin having not more than 8 carbon atoms, and 
contains propylene and ethylene as essential components, said 
copolymer component containing cold xylene insolubles in an 
amount of from more than 2 0 to 70% by weight based on the weight 
of whole polymers, and cold xylene solubles in an amount of 10 
to 60% by weight based on the weight of whole polymers, and said 
cold xylene solubles containing an a-olefin other than propylene 
in an amount of less than 2 0% by weight (claim 1) . The 
propylene-based resin composition satisfies the requirements 
(i) , (ii) , and (iii) as taught in claim 3, and the propylene- 
based resin composition inherently has a tensile stress at a 
yielding point not more than 15 MPa, because the composition is 
made from the same materials by the same process and the same 
composition must possess the same properties. The propylene- 
based resin composition inherently satisfies the requirement 
that a difference between a heat-sealing temperature providing a 
heat-seal strength of 0.2 kgf/15mm and a heat-sealing 
temperature providing a heat-seal strength of 2.0 kgf/15mm is 
not less than 20 °C, and exhibits a heat-seal strength of not 
less than 3 kgf/15mm, since the composition is the same and is 
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made by the same process as the claimed composition and the same 
composition must possess the same properties. 

The claims of '275 fail to teach using the composition 
forming the heat-sealing portion of a multi-chamber container. 
However, Kawamura teach mult i- chamber containers are formed with 
a peripheral edge of permanent heat- seals and partition portions 
formed of easily peelable heat seals (see abstract) . Kawamura 
teaches that the polymer composition forming the layer that will 
be heat-sealed to form the peripheral seal and partitions is a 
homopolymer such as the component (A) of the claims of '275, and 
a propylene/a-olef in copolymer such as the component (B) of the 
claims of '275 (see abstract and paragraphs 15, 18 and 19) . 
Kawamura also teaches that the polymer composition must have 
excellent heat resistance, flexibility, and transparency, and a 
broad temperature range for low temperature welding, which are 
all properties of the composition of claims '275. Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time Applicant's invention was made to use the claimed 
composition of claims x 275 as the propylene-based resin 
composition in the multi- chamber container of Kawamura et al 
because it fulfills all of the desired properties required for a 
heat- sealing composition used in Kawamura et al, as taught by 
Kawamura et al. 
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Claim Objections 

2. Applicant is advised that should claim 3 be found 
allowable, claim 6 will be. objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as 
being a substantial duplicate thereof. When two claims in an 
application are duplicates or else are so close in content that 
they both cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in 
wording, it is proper after allowing one claim to object to the 
other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. 
See MPEP § 706.03 (k) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 
U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly 
pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant 
regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point 
out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 1, 6, and 10, the limitation "and 
containing a room- temperature xylene- insoluble../ 7 proceeding to 
the end of the claim, renders the claim vague and indefinite. 
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First, it is not understood if the limitation is referring to 
other components in the composition in addition to (A) and (B) 
or if it is further defining components (A) and (B) . Also, if 
the limitation is further defining components (A) and (B) , then 
it is not understood if the limitation is referring to the 
entire composition or only component (B) . Clarification is 
required. 

Regarding claim 4, it is not understood how claim 4 narrows 
the limitations of claim 1, because it is not understood where 
the limitations of claim 1 fit in the dependent claim. It 
appears that the propylene-based resin composition claimed in 
claim 4, is probably meant to refer to the propylene-based resin 
composition of claim 1. Therefore, it is suggested that claim 4 
be written in the same format as claims 8 and 13 having "the 
propylene-based resin composition'' in place of "a propylene- 
based resin composition. 

Regarding claims 5 and 11, the limitation "in the whole 
polymers as a sum of the components (A) and (B)" renders the 
claim vague and indefinite because there is no antecedent basis 
for "the components (A) and (B)". 

Regarding claim 9, the' limitation "and exhibiting a heat- 
seal strength of not less than 3kgf/15mm" renders the claim 
vague and indefinite. It is not understood to what the 
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limitation is referring. First, is this a limitation on the 
strongest heat -seal strength the film is capable of having or 
the heat-seal strength at a certain portion of the heat-sealed 
portion of the chamber. According to the specification, the bag 
has different portions of the bag heat-sealed with different 
heat-seal strengths. For instance is the peripheral edge not 
less than 3 kgf/15mm or the weak sealed portion. Clarification 
is required. 

Claims 2-3, 7-8, and 12-13 are rejected as being dependent 
on rejected claims. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs 
of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under 
this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

4. Claims 9 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 



being anticipated by Kawamura et al (US 2002/0009563 Al) . 
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Regarding claim 9, Kawamura et al anticipate a multi- 
chamber container comprising a resin film or sheet formed into a 
bag shape by heat-sealing and having a partition portion formed 
therein (p. 3, paragraph 32) . The multi-chamber container has a 
heat-sealed portion comprising a propylene-based resin 
composition (see abstract) satisfying such a requirement that a 
difference between a heat -sealing temperature providing a heat- 
seal strength of 0.2 kgf/15mm and a heat -sealing temperature 
providing a heat-seal strength of 2.0 kgf/15mm is not less than 
20 °C, and exhibits a heat-seal strength of not less than 
3kgf/15mm (p3, paragraph 33 and 34). Regarding claim 12, the 
resin film constitutes a partition portion that is peelable off 
from each other (see abstract) . 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which 
forms the basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this 
Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically 
disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the 
differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at 
the time the invention was made to. a person having ordinary skill in the 
art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v, John Deere 
Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for 
establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2 . Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and 
the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent 
art . 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the 
application indicating obviousness or nonobviousness . 

5. Claims 1-3, 5-7, and 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 

103. (a) as being unpatentable over Kawamura et al (US 

2002/0009563) in view of Takayanagi et al (US 2001/0034416) . 

Kawamura et al teach a multi-chamber container comprising a 

resin film or sheet formed into a bag shape by heat-sealing and 

having a partition formed therein (p. 3, paragraph 32) . The 

multi-chamber container includes a heat-sealed portion 

comprising a propylene-based resin composition (see abstract) . 

The composition includes component (C) (representing the 

component (A) of the instant invention) , and component (A) 

(representing the component (B) of the instant invention) . The 

composition is formed by a second- stage polymerization because 

the composition is a mixture, of the two components that have 

each been polymerized. Component (C) is present in the 

composition between 15 and 85% by weight and component (A) is 
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present in the composition between 15 and 85% by weight, based 
on a total weight of the components (p. 2, paragraph 24) . 
Component (C) is a homopolymer of propylene (see abstract) . 
Component (A) is a copolymer component comprising a copolymer 
produced from propylene and an a-olefin other than propylene 
having not more than 8 carbon atoms with the proviso that 
propylene and ethylene are contained therein as essential 
components (p. 2, paragraphs 18, 20, and 22) . The resin films or 
sheets constituting the partition portion are peelable off from 
each other (see abstract) . The component (A) has a content of 
a-olefin less than 20% and component (C) is 100% polypropylene, 
so the propylene content in whole polymers as a sum of the 
components (A) and (C) is. within the range of 85 to 95% by 
weight. The melting point peak temperature is between 161 °C 
(p. 4, paragraph 51), which is not less than 160°C. 

Kawamura fails to explicitly teach the amount of room- 
temperature xylene- insoluble and room temperature xylene- soluble 
components in the total sum of components (A) and (C) , or the 
content of the a-olefin other than propylene in the room- 
temperature xylene- soluble component. However, Takayanagi et al 
teach that when the component containing the copolymer of 
propylene and a-olefin of a polymer-based resin composition, 
such as the composition of Kawamura, contains the xylene 
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insolubles in an amount of not more than 2 0% by weight, the 
obtained composition tends to be deteriorated in transparency. 
One the other than, when the component contains the xylene 
insolubles in an amount of more than 70% by weight, the obtained 
composition tends to be deteriorated in flexibility. In 
addition, when the component contains xylene solubles in an 
amount of less than 10% by weight, the obtained composition 
tends to be insufficient in flexibility. On the other hand, 
when the component contains the xylene solubles in an amount of 
more than 60% by weight, the obtained composition tends to be 
deteriorated in heat resistance (p. 2, paragraph 31) . Takayanagi 
et al also teach that the xylene solubles contains the a-olefin 
other than propylene in an amount of not more than 2 0% by weight 
in order to prevent deterioration of transparency (p. 2, 
paragraph 32) . Kawamura et al teach the easily peelable film 
formed of the propylene composition is required to have 
excellent heat resistance, flexibility, and transparency (see 
abstract) . One of ordinary skill in the art would have 
recognized that Kawamura et al and Takayanagi et al are 
analogous insofar as both references are concerned with the 
formation of a propylene -based resin composition having superior 
heat resistance, flexibility, and transparency. 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,334 Page 12 

Art Unit: 1772 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time Applicant's invention was 
made to select the xylene insoluble component in the amount of 
2 0 to 70% by weight and the xylene soluble component in the 
amount of 10 to 60% by weight having a content of the a-olefin 
other than propylene of not more than 20% for the propylene - 
based composition of Kawamura, in order to form the composition 
having superior heat resistance, flexibility, and transparency, 
as taught by Takayanagi et al. Note the tensile stress at a 
yielding point is a latent property of the composition and would 
necessarily not be more than 15MPa because the composition 
taught by the combination of Kawamura and Takayanagi is the same 
composition claimed and the same composition must possess the 
same properties. 

6. Claims 1-3, 5-7, and 10-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Kawamura et al (US 
2002/0009563 Al) in view of Cecchin et al (USPN 5,302,454). 

Kawamura et al teach a multi-chamber container comprising a 
resin film or sheet formed into a bag shape by heat-sealing and 
having a partition formed therein (p. 3, paragraph 32). The 
multi-chamber container includes a heat-sealed portion 
comprising a propylene-based resin composition (see abstract) . 
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The composition includes component (C) (representing the 
component (A) of the instant invention) , and component (A) 
(representing the component (B) of the instant invention) . The 
composition is formed by a second- stage polymerization because 
the composition is a mixture, of the two components that have 
each been polymerized. Component (C) is present in the 
composition between 15 and 85% by weight and component (A) is 
present in the composition between 15 and 85% by weight, based 
on a total weight of the components (p. 2, paragraph 24) . 
Component (C) is a homopolymer of propylene (see abstract) . 
Component (A) is a copolymer component comprising a copolymer 
produced from propylene and an a-olefin other than propylene 
having not more than 8 carbon atoms with the proviso that 
propylene and ethylene are contained therein as essential 
components (p.. 2, paragraphs 18, 20, and 22) . The resin films or 
sheets constituting the partition portion are peelable off from 
each other (see abstract) . The component (A) has a content of 
a-olefin less than 20% and component (C) is 100% polypropylene, 
so the propylene content in whole polymers as a sum of the 
components (A) and (C) is within the range of 85 to 95% by 
weight. The melting point peak temperature is between 161 °C 
(p. 4, paragraph 51), which is not less than 160°C. 



Application/Control Number: 10/727,334 Page 14 

Art Unit: 1772 

Kawamura fails to explicitly teach the amount of room- 
temperature xylene -insoluble and room temperature xylene- soluble 
components in the total sum of components (A) and (C) , or the 
content of the a-olefin other than propylene in the room- 
temperature xylene -soluble component. However, Cecchin et al 
teach that the component containing the copolymer of propylene 
and a-olefin of a polymer-based resin composition contains the 
xylene insolubles in an amount of 10 to 4 0 parts by weight and 
solubles in an amount of 3 0 to 60 parts by weight, in order to 
produce a polyolefin composition with the desired balance of 
elasto-plastic properties through polymerization processes (see 
abstract and col.l, 1.33-35). Cecchin et al also teach that the 
tensile stress is les than 15MPa and the melting point is 
greater than 160 °C (Table IB) . Kawamura et al teach the easily 
peelable film formed of the propylene composition is required to 
have excellent heat resistance and flexibility (see abstract) , 
which are known to one having ordinary skill in the art to be 
elasto-plastic properties. One of ordinary skill in the art 
would have recognized that Kawamura et al and Cecchin et al are 
analogous insofar as both references are concerned with the 
formation of a propylene-based resin composition having the 
benefits of both elastomers and thermoplastics such as heat 
resistance and flexibility. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time Applicant's invention was 
made to select the xylene insoluble component in the amount of 
10 to 4 0 parts by weight and the xylene soluble component in the 
amount of 30 to 60 parts by weight for the propylene-based 
composition of Kawamura, in order to form the composition having 
superior elasto-plastic properties such as flexibility and heat 
resistance, as taught by Cecchin et al. 

Regarding claims 1, 6, and 10, Kawamura et al and Cecchin 
et al taken as a whole fail to teach that the room- temperature 
xylene-soluble component has a content of the a-olefin other 
than propylene of less than 20% by weight. Specifically Cecchin 
et al teach that the preferred amount of a-olefin is greater 
than 40% by weight. However, Kawamura et al teach that the 
total a-olefin content of the copolymer should be less than 20%, 
because greater amounts lead to decreased heat resistance, 
transparency, and increased peel strength at the partition 
walls. One of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized 
that the amount of overall a-olefin in the copolymer and 
therefore also the amount of a-olefin content in the xylene- 
soluble portion of the composition is a result effective 
variable and that depending on the intended end result of the 
final product. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time Applicant's invention was 
made to select the a-olefin content other than propylene in the 
xylene- soluble portion of the composition in an amount not more 
than 2 0%, because the amount is optimized depending on the 
intended end result of the product and Kawamura et al teach that 
in order to avoid decreasing heat resistance and transparency 
and increasing peel strength at the partition walls, the oc- 
olefin content of the entire composition should be kept low 
which would also include the content within the xylene-soluble 
portion. 

7. Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kawamura et al in view of Takayanagi et al as 
applied to claims 1 and 5 above, and further in view of 
Gustafsson et al (USPN 6,007,529). 

Kawamura et al and Takayanagi et al taken as a whole teach 
all that is claimed in claims 1 and 5 as shown above, but fail 
to teach that the resin film includes three or more layers. 
However, Gustafsson et al teach that other layers are added in 
addition to the propylene-based resin composition layer, such as 
the one taught by Kawamura et al and Takayanagi et al, when 
forming a multi- chambered medical packaging container (col. 6, 
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1.54-57). Specifically, polypropylenes may have insufficient 
flexibility for an intended use and therefore is combined with a 
polymer having an elastic property (col. 6, 1.65 - col. 7, 1.5). 
A preferred polymer possessing an elastic property is a resin 
composition containing a propylene-based resin composition and a 
styrene-based elastomer (col. 7, 1.6-8 and 1.31-35). Gustafsson 
et al also teach that other layers containing copolymers of 
propylene and ethylene are used in the formation of the 
container because of its transparency, flexibility, and high 
degree of compatibility with lipophilic fluids (col. 8, 1.49-60). 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that 
resin film or sheets forming multi-chambered containers are 
formed having three or more layers with an innermost layer made 
of a propylene-based resin composition that is heat sealable for 
forming permanent and peelable heat seals, a neighboring layer 
comprising a propylene-based resin composition and a styrene- 
based elastomer, in order to provide additional elasticity to 
the sheet, and additional layers made of propylene polyethylene 
copolymer resin in order to provide additional transparency and 
high degree of compatibility to the packaged material such as 
lipophilic fluids, as taught by Gustafsson et al . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time Applicant's invention was 
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made to the outer surface of the propylene-based resin 
composition of Kawamura et al and Takayanagi et al, an 
intermediate layer comprising the propylene-based resin 
composition and styrene-based elastomer, in order to provide the 
container with additional elasticity, and an outer layer 
comprising a propylene random copolymer in order to provide the 
container with additional transparency and compatibility with 
lipophilic fluids, as taught by Gustafsson et al . 

8- Claims 4 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kawamura et al in view of Cecchin et al as 
applied to claims 1 and 5 above, and further in view of 
Gustafsson et al (USPN 6,007,529). 

Kawamura et al and Cecchin et al taken as a whole teach all 
that is claimed in claims 1 and 5 as shown above, but fail to 
teach that the resin film includes three or more layers. 
However, Gustafsson et al teach that other layers are added in 
addition to the propylene-based resin composition layer, such as 
the one taught by Kawamura et al and Cecchin et al, when forming 
a multi-chambered medical packaging container (col. 6, 1.54-57). 
Specifically, polypropylenes may have insufficient flexibility 
for an intended use and therefore is combined with a polymer 
having an elastic property (col. 6, 1.65 - col. 7, 1.5). A 
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preferred polymer possessing an elastic property is a resin 
composition containing a propylene-based resin composition and a 
styrene-based elastomer (col. 7, 1.6-8 and 1.31-35). Gustafsson 
et al also teach that other layers containing copolymers of 
propylene and ethylene are used in the formation of the 
container because of its transparency, flexibility, and high 
degree of compatibility with lipophilic fluids (col. 8, 1.49-60). 
One of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that 
resin film or sheets forming multi- chambered containers are 
formed having three or more layers with an innermost layer made 
of a propylene-based resin composition that is heat sealable for 
forming permanent and peelable heat seals, a neighboring layer 
comprising a propylene-based resin composition and a styrene- 
based elastomer, in order to provide additional elasticity to 
the sheet, and additional layers made of propylene polyethylene 
copolymer resin in order to provide additional transparency and 
high degree of compatibility to the packaged material such as 
lipophilic fluids, as taught by Gustafsson et al . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time Applicant's invention was 
made to the outer surface of the propylene-based resin 
composition of Kawamura et al and Cecchin et al, an intermediate 
layer comprising the propylene-based resin composition and 
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styrene-based elastomer, in order to provide the container with 
additional elasticity, and an outer layer comprising a propylene 
random copolymer in order to provide the container with 
additional transparency and compatibility with lipophilic 
fluids, as taught by Gustafsson et al. 

9. Claim 13 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kawamura et al (US 2002/0009563 Al) in view of 
Gustafsson et al (USPN 6,007,529). 

Kawamura et al teach all that is claimed in claim 9 as 
shown above, but fail to teach that the resin film includes 
three or more layers. However, Gustafsson et al teach that 
other layers are added in addition to the propylene-based resin 
composition layer, such as the one taught by Kawamura et al, 
when forming a multi- chambered medical packaging container 
(col. 6, 1.54-57). Specifically, polypropylenes may have 
insufficient flexibility for an intended use and therefore is 
combined with a polymer having an elastic property (col. 6, 1.65 
- col. 7, 1.5) . A preferred polymer possessing an elastic 
property is a resin composition containing a propylene-based 
resin composition and a styrene-based elastomer (col. 7, 1.6-8 
and 1.31-35). Gustafsson et al also teach that other layers 
containing copolymers of propylene and ethylene are used in the 
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formation of the container because of its transparency, 
flexibility, and high degree of compatibility with lipophilic 
fluids (col. 8, 1.49-60). One of ordinary skill in the art would 
have recognized that resin film or sheets forming multi- 
chambered containers are formed having three or more layers with 
an innermost layer made of a propylene-based resin composition 
that is heat sealable for forming permanent and peelable heat 
seals, a neighboring layer comprising a propylene-based resin 
composition and a styrene-based elastomer, in order to provide 
additional elasticity to the sheet, and additional layers made 
of propylene polyethylene copolymer resin in order to provide 
additional transparency and high degree of compatibility to the 
packaged material such as lipophilic fluids, as taught by 
Gustafsson et al . 

Therefore, it- would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time Applicant's invention was 
made to the outer surface of the propylene-based resin 
composition of Kawamura et al, an intermediate layer comprising 
the propylene-based resin composition and styrene-based 
elastomer, in order to provide the container with additional 
elasticity, and an outer layer comprising a propylene random 
copolymer in order to provide the container with additional 
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transparency and compatibility with lipophilic fluids, as taught 
by Gustafsson et al. 

Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant ' s disclosure . Takayanagi et 
al (USPN 6,294,611); Kawamura et al (US 2003/0124283 Al) ; 
Watanabe et al (USPN 5,478,617); Tanaka et al (USPN 5,501,887); 
Grunberger et al (USPN 5,837,369); Perdomi et al (USPN 
6,010,772); Covezzi et al (USPN 6,296,548); Matsuda et al (USPN 
4,186,240) . 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to 
Christopher P. Bruenjes whose telephone number is 571-272-1489. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday from 
8 : 00am-4 :30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Harold Pyon can be 
reached on 571-272-1498. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) . 

Christopher P Bruenjes 
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